
                                                                

Third Sector Research Forum Online Conference 2021 

Supporting researchers working in the third sector 

17th February 2021 

Open call for workshop contributions: deadline Friday 20th November 

About the conference 

Supporting researchers working in the third sector is the 6th Third Sector Research Forum 
conference. This conference champions third sector and academic research collaboration and 

the evidence that comes from it. This year’s theme is ‘Supporting those working in the 

third sector undertaking research’, with a focus on ethics. 

Why contribute?  
Your research experience will reach a broad audience of third sector, academic researchers, 

policy makers and other people who use third sector research evidence in their work.  

There’ll be opportunities to connect with people you might not usually cross paths with during 

your day to day work. 

It’s a supportive environment that celebrates third sector research and researchers. 

Sessions  
We are calling for contributors to run an hour-long interactive workshop in which you present 

your research as a case study to illustrate one of the following subjects: 

• The ethics of collaborative use of data – What are the issues and how do you 

overcome them to share third sector data? The management of data and who owns 

what when we share qualitative data and stories.  

 

• Who emotionally supports third sector researchers and how? – What are the 

pitfalls and how should researchers keep themselves safe at the same time as keeping 

participants safe? Is there a role for third sector organisations?  

 

• Supporting peer researchers and vulnerable people – How to ensure that peer 

researchers and participants are supported throughout the whole research process? 

 

• The challenges of commissioning research - What to consider when 

commissioning research? How do you ensure its being undertaken ethically? How do 

you guarantee that it will be useful to the third sector? 

 

Format 

You can approach the workshop in whatever way you like but ideally there will be some 

degree of interactivity so the whole hour is not just you. You can use breakout rooms 

within your session to have small group discussions. You can use different media i.e. show 

a film of your research. You can pre-record your presentation so you can focus on 

participant interaction on the day.  

https://evaluationsupportscotland.org.uk/tsrf/


Your workshop will run twice. Workshops will run for the first time in mid-morning and 
for the second time late morning, between the morning plenary sessions and afternoon 

plenary session. 

 

Who should submit a proposal? 

• Third sector organisations with research experience OR 

• Academics with experience of research in and with the third sector 

(We particularly welcome a contribution from an academic/third sector collaboration) 

• Independent researchers and consultants with research experience in and with the 

third sector 
AND at least one of the following applies to you: 

• you have research to present that addresses one of the subjects above 

• you have experience and learning to share about the ethical issues you encountered 
• you want to explore a question or seek a solution to your ethical issue you have an 

ethics framework that you’d like people to get involved in trying out. 

• you want to use creative outputs (e.g. pre-recorded presentation, film, poetry, other 

expressive arts) to engage people with the ethics of your research.   
 

Timescale 

• Deadline for contribution proposals: Friday 20th November 2020   

• Notification of your contribution acceptance: Wednesday 25th November 

How do I submit a proposal? Complete the proposal form and email it to 

TSRFconf@gmail.com by Friday 20th November 2020.  Any questions can also be 

sent to this email address. 

Guidance on your contribution proposal 

• The conference is open to a broad audience: third sector, academic researchers, policy 

makers and other people who are interested in using third sector research evidence. 

Please keep this in mind. Some participants will have substantial research, policy or 

sector-specific knowledge but others will not. 

 

• A one-day online conference means there is limited time for sessions. From experience 

we know that we won’t be able to include everything from the proposals submitted. We 

appreciate the time and effort that goes into to producing a contribution proposal and 

we’re sorry we can’t include them all.  

 

• We aim to offer an inclusive and diverse programme. There is no expectation that 

everyone running a session should be a public speaking expert or an experienced 

researcher! We encourage people who have collaborated on a piece of research to co-

present their session as we want the range of voices and perspectives from the 

collaboration to be represented. 

 

• There will be Third Sector Research Forum members in the of the sessions and they 

will be happy to give you practical support wherever possible, for example, by 

timekeeping or monitoring the ‘chat’ function and questions raised. We will have 

technical support available too. We look forward to hearing about your research! 

https://evaluationsupportscotland.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Form-for-call-for-workshop-contributors-TSRF-Online-Conference-2021.docx
mailto:TSRFconf@gmail.com

