
“Really well-organised and range of extremely interesting presentations and
opportunities to chat.”

“Feeling part of a research community again - it can be lonely working in your
own bubble! Opportunity to connect with researchers exploring issues that are of
interest to me and my organisation but approaching them in very different ways.”

“Taking time out to listen to speakers and reflect on 'bigger issues' such as how
ethics underpin every aspect of the research process.” 

“I loved the academic focus but practical application use”
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sessions
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 78 participants came together to learn about and
share their experiences of ethical dilemmas whilst
researching in the third sector in Scotland.

Highlights for individuals 

Programme

11
speakers 
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For more information about
the conference content
including presentations

please see the
 conference webpage 

40 participants gave feedback which told us that participants had found all speakers in the conference
were of a high quality and they appreciated hearing from researchers' experience of the dilemmas they
had faced during their research. They found the first plenary session to be very informative (62.5%) or
informative (37.5%).

https://evaluationsupportscotland.org.uk/tsrf/events-conferences/talking-ethics-2022-tsrf-conference/


“I thought the opportunity
to discuss with colleagues

was extremely helpful!
Always want more of this.”

 

“Hearing about the
experiences of other

researchers and how they   
manage ethical dilemmas

and/or tensions”
 

“Hearing about other
organisations

embedding ethics in
their organisations”

 

 

The outcomes of the conference were following participation in the conference participants would 
   ~ know more about good practice in ethical third sector research
   ~ better understand how to overcome ethical issues in third sector research
   ~ have the opportunity to talk about your research ethical issues
   ~ be consulted on how to be supported with research ethics.
 

When asked what was the best thing about the conference participants talked about hearing and learning from
others, the speakers and presentations, connecting and networking,the opportunity for small group
discussion and that the conference was well organised.

25% strongly agreed and 65% agreed that
they had a better understanding of how to
overcome ethical issues in third sector
research

62% of participants strongly agreed and 32%
agreed that they had have gained more
insight into good practice in ethical third
sector research (based on 40 responses)

Impact of the conference 

"The breakaway discussions,
it's nice to hear what other

organisations and
researchers are doing and

what challenges they're
facing, and to share"

To improve the conference participants  suggested having more time for
discussions, more use of jam boards (or similar) to capture discussion points,
being an inperson conference or having a hydrid event where participants
could either attend in person or online.

"Chatting in the breakout groups
was wonderful. It is so important
to keep connecting these days

and it's amazing how a few brief
conversations can really grow
your knowledge of the sector!"

 “Excellent speakers with
snappy talks that got

thinking going.”

“Resources and some
key takeaways to

prompt thinking about
ethics policies”



Steven Marwick introduced this session attended by 60 participants. Over the last two year’s
the Forum has been focusing on research ethics with last year’s conference Researching Well
(February 2021) and launching the TSRF guide to applying ethical research principals. The
Forum has been discussing how the third sector can be supported more with research ethics
and this session was designed to allow discussion and the collection of ideas. 

Consultation on future research ethics support for third sector 

Bridging across sectors (academic and third sector)
Mentoring and building relationships
Tackling isolation amongst lone researchers
To improve research use – not just doing it
Safe space

Would you find it helpful to talk through research practice issues with others outside your
organisation?  
All groups said “yes” (but a couple of individuals in each group said not needed) and some specifics
about the purpose of this included:

 

Following input from Fiona McHardy, Poverty Alliance about a small reflective practice group she is part of
and the importance of reflective practice in research the session broke into 8 small discussion groups. 

What would make participation in the network worthwhile people said: 

The future

Would you take part in a
practitioner network?
30 participants said yes
10 said maybe
36 gave their details to be
contacted about this in the
future

The TSRF has commissioned an external review of the Forum taking place between April and June
2022. The review will seek stakeholders’ views through a survey and interviews about how the Forum
should run in future to best support third sector researchers. Comments from discussions at this
conference will feed into the review. The findings will be presented at the June TSRF meeting and a
summary will be in the next newsletter (Summer 2022). 
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The need for a mix of in person spaces to talk and share alongside online forums plus repositories
for documents.
Events could be a mix of opportunities to share learning and build skills. 
Events need a clear focus and facilitation to keep people on topic and create the safe space.
Some expert input valued but the majority of comments suggest informal/peer led is the way to
go.

https://evaluationsupportscotland.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Reflexive-research_.pdf

